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THE EVOLUTION OF 
PLANNING EDUCATION 
IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
The role oJ Gavin Walkley 
G avin Walkley's role is pTe· eminent in the history of planning education in Australia. Through the 
1940s he pushed to establish a planning 
course at the then School of Mines &: 
Industries (now the University of South 
Australia) while chairing an architecture 
course. To enhance this planning 
education agenda he continued this 
commitment by directing the establish-
ment of a planning institute group in 
South Australia, leading to his direct 
involvement in the Royal Australian 
Planning Institute at the national level. 
His commitment to fostering profeSSional 
planning and design courses, and their 
associated professional institutes, has left 
a remarkable legacy that perhaps explains 
the closeness of these professions to the 
common ideal of urban design and multi-
disciplinary planning and design in Somh 
Australia. 
PHOTO I: GAVIN WALKLEY 
In 1995 the University of South 
Australia recognised this contribution, 
and Walkley's long involvement with the 
University, by conferring an Honorary 
Doctorate. This honour follows on from 
his 1962 Sidney Luker Memorial Medal 
for 'a notable contribution to Town and 
Regional Planning in Australia', his CBE 
for 'services to Architecture and 
Government' in 1968, and his elevation to 
a Life Fellow of RAPI in 1972. 
This article reviews Walkley's 
contribution to the development of to\VTI 
planning education in South Australia. 
An education journey 
Gavin Walkley was born in North 
Adelaide in July 1911, the son of 
accountant and sharebroker Arthur 
Walkley. He attended St Peter's College 
before entering St Mark's College of the 
University of Adelaide to study for a 
Bachelor of Engineering in Architectural 
Engineering. Design and construction 
were in his blood as his great-grandfather, 
Samuel Walkley, had worked as a master 
stone mason in the Cotswolds before 
migrating in 1838, and his grandfather, 
James Walkley, had been a brick maker 
(Draper 1980: 844, Walkley 1976: 28, 
pers. comm. 1997). 
Following completion of his studies 
Walkley joined the Adelaide architectural 
practice of Woods Bagot Laybourne Smith 
& lrwin in 1931. He was anic1ed to Louis 
Laybourne Smith (1880-1965) who was 
to have a profound effect upon his 
thinking about design in terms of his 
attention to detail and his belief that the 
South Australian profeSSion needed a 
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solid student base upon which to build. 
On completion of his articles and the 
University degree Walkley was admitted 
as an Associate of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects (RIBA) and the Royal 
Australian Institute of Architects (RAIA) 
(Walkley 1977:19). The latter was only 
six years old having been inaugurated on 
29 September 1929. 
In June 1935 Walkley left Australia 
and entered Clare College at Cambridge 
to study for a Bachelor of Arts in the 
History of Art and Architecture, receiving 
this degree in 1938. In 1939 he was 
awarded a Master of Letters, in the 
Faculty of Fine Arts, for his dissenation 
on The Life and Work DJ William Wilkins, 
R.A. (J 778-1839) under the supervision of 
the Professor of Fine Arts, Professor 
Geoffrey Webb. The dissertation, about 
an architect practising before the advent 
of a formal education system in 
architecture in Britain, attracted the RlBA 
Essay Prize and a Silver Medal, the oldest 
RIBA award, in 1947. Walkley completed 
the reqUirements for his Master of Arts 
degree after he enlisted in 1940 (Walkley 
1976: 28, 1997). 
With the outbreak of World War Il 
Walkley returned to Adelaide and enlisted 
in the Royal Australian Engineers as a 
Sapper. Serving in the Middle East and 
Papua New Guinea in design and 
construction capacities, he rose to the 
rank of a Major by 1945 (Walkley 1976: 
29, pers. comm. 1997). 
Arriving back in Adelaide, he was 
immediately engaged by Laybourne Smith 
to teach the subject History of 
Architecture. The venue was the School of 
Architecture of the School of Mines & 
Industries, which became the South 
Australian Institute of Technology (SAlT) 
in 1960, then the University of South 
Australia (USA) in 1995. The teaching 
was to service the burgeoning demand for 
the architecture course, especially from 
returned servicemen (Walkley 1977: 28). 
This commitment entailed lecturing two 
sessions a week in a curriculum devised 
by Laybourne Smith. Following in the 
footsteps of prominent South Australian 
architect Waiter Hervey Bagot 0880-
1963), Walkley continued teaching in this 
area up until his retirement. He was 
engaged in a part-time position in the 
School from 1946-51 while in private 
practice. 
In 1951 Walkley accepted the position 
as Head of the School of Architecture at 
the School of Mines &1 Industries, a 
position he held until his retirement in 
1976. 
Designing &: practice ideas 
Returning from the War, Walkley sought 
out regular employment to supplement 
his part-time teaching engagement. In 
early 1946 John Overall had successfully 
applied for the nationally advertised 
position of Chief Architect of the South 
Australian Housing Trust (SAHT). In mid 
1946 Walkley joined Overall's 
Depanment as a Planning Officer. Having 
practised in Sydney for several years 
before the War, Overall made the decision 
to relocate to Adelaide when a suitable 
position surfaced particularly because he 
had married into an Adelaide family. Like 
Walkley, Overall had qualified in 
Australia and spent similar years 
studying, on a 'travelling scholarship' in 
Europe, but they never met in Europe. 
The engagement at the SAHT, 
however, placed the two at the forefront of 
innovations in broad-scale housing design 
and planning that were to lay the 
foundations of the SAHT's future 
approach. The Trust was at that time 
undertaking projects in Adelaide, Port 
Pirie, Port Augusta and Whyalla, at the 
soldier settlements in the Riverland, and 
at Mount Gambier. Concept design plans 
for Elizabeth were also on the drawing 
board. Overall has observed of this time, 
that 
we had considerably more flexibility 
available to us in the administration 
and negotiation of contracts for estate 
development and home building than 
did other state housing commissions 
(Overall in Marsden 1986: 140), 
and 
in those days town planning was a rare 
item ... we did a lot of innovative work 
... We had to innovate and design and 
work within severe limitations and 
shortages (Overall 1995: 3). 
This was a time when the SAHT was a 
'one-horse band'. There was an attempt to 
break down the feeling that one only 
rented a SAHT home as a step towards 
something better. Instead the SAHT 
sought to encourage people to buy 
instead of rent. Walkley has observed that 
'Overall's home deSigns were so attractive 
that they tempted many home-seekers 
into pennanent ownership' (Overall pers. 
comm. 1998, Walkley in Page 1986: 200). 
At the SAHT Walkley was principally 
in charge of the planning of housing 
estates, particularly at Leigh Creek, 
Elizabeth and Port Pirie; 'perhaps 30 or 
40 altogether' between 1946-1949. 
It was a time for reappraisal of the 
old 'gridiron' type of planning and 
sub-divisions. I took pride in the 
creation of interesting neighbourhoods 
with basic amenities, curved streets 
and cul-de-sacs, when such features 
were almost unknown in South 
Australia (Overall pers. comm. 1998). 
My particular sphere was planning. 
If there were failures, it would be in 
the field of unimaginative planning on 
lines that were current before the war, 
grid-iron planning, in which all the 
streets are at right angles to one 
another, producing a very 
monotonous neighbourhood with 
insufficient amenities provided ... The 
principal difficulty was that South 
Australia had virtually no planning 
legislation ... We had to work in a 
vacuum. We had to think for ourselves 
... We had no guidance from the State 
Government, we were working on an 
ad hoc basis, putting houses here, 
there and everywhere, without an 
overall plan to guide us (Walkley in 
Marsden 1986: 144-145). 
A friendship unfolded between 
Walkley and Overall at the time. The two 
left the Trust in early 1949 to establish a 
private practice as Overall &1 Walkley 
ArchitecLS &1 Planners. There was 'a lot of 
money around [at the time], people 
started with ideas bu t never carried them 
through' CWalkley 1993: 1, Overall pers. 
comm. 1998). 
Between 1949 to mid 195 I the 
partners undertook various design 
commissions and struggled to maintain a 
viable practice. ProjecLS undertaken by the 
practice included the remodelling and 
landscaping of the Princess Royal 
homestead near Burra for Mr and Mrs 
Andrew Tennant; one of the Woomera 
structures; a pavilion and oval remodelling 
for the Murray Bridge Sports Committee; 
several residence Siting surveys; additions 
and modifications in Adelaide, Murray 
Bridge and Mount Gambier; alterations to 
the Port Pirie Town Hall; designs for the 
Broken Hill Associated Smelter (BHAS) 
picnic grounds; swimming pool and 
entrance gates in Pon Pine; and a railway 
amenities building similar to one later 
erected in Mile End. There were no formal 
planning consultancies (Mortlock BRG 
25211-3, Walkley pers. comm. 1997). 
The practice dissolved amicably in 
1951 when both 'received offers we 
couldn't refuse' CWalkley in Page 1986: 
200). Overall was invited to become 
Assistant Director of Architecture for the 
Commonwealth Department of Works in 
Victoria, before later moving to Canberra 
to chair the National Capital 
Development Commission (NCDC). 
Walkley was appointed Head of the 
School of Architecture in Adelaide. 
In early 1951 Laybourne Smith, as 
both part-time Head of the School of 
Architecture and panner in Woods Bagot 
Layboume Smith &. Irwin, gained SAlT 
Council consent 1O advertise and appoint 
a full-time Head of School. The pOSition 
was advertised at a salary of £1,000 to 
£1,147, according to qualifications, and a 
stipulation that the incumbent devote one 
day a week to architectural practice 
activities. 
In February 1951 the position was 
advertised and in June it was offered to 
Walkley (The Advertiser, 24 February 
1951, Walkley 1977: 29). Walkley 
resolved the practice stipulation by 
entering into a partnership with Alan 
Egerton Welboum (1914-1997) forming 
the practice of Walkley &. Welbourn 
Architects &1 Planners that was eventually 
dissolved in 1971 CWalkley 1993: I). 
The practice was important to Walkley 
because it kept him in touch with the 
practicalities of the architectural and 
planning professions, but 'my partner 
carried the main burden of the practice 
and my role in it was a minor one.' His 
'participation in the practice diminished 
as his responsibilities at the Institute of 
Technology increased' CWalkley 1993: 1, 
pers. comm. 1998). Welbourn was 
responsible for the detailed design, 
documentation and administration of the 
major work of the firm, such as the 
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Whyalla Institute of Technology, St John 
Ambulance Centres in various parts of the 
state, and major additions to the Mount 
Gambier Power Station and to Aquinas 
College, North Adelaide (Anon 1997: 9, 
pers. comm. 1997). 
As part of his venture into design, 
Walkley commissioned prominent 
architectural critic Robin Boyd 0919-
1971) to design his new home in 1955-
56. The invitation was nrst raised in jest 
in about 1953 by Boyd - '1 envy you -
I'd love to be able to design it'- while 
staying with Walkley in the original old 
rambling cottage at Palmer Place, North 
Adelaide. Walkley's reasoning for 
commissioning Boyd was simple: 
I was by this time an admirer of his 
innovative work. I enjoyed his lively 
talk and sparkling prose. When I 
decided to scrap the numerous 
sketches I had made and asked him to 
design the house, I realised that this 
would be interpreted as an admission 
of defeat on my part ... I preferred to 
accept the reflection on myself, 
knowing that a house designed by 
Robin would give me and my family 
so much more pleasure than one I 
designed myself. It is a decision I have 
never regretted (Walkley 1973: 66). 
The two-storey cantilevered house in 
North Adelaide gave the illusion of a 
floating structure and introduced steel 
frame housing into South Australia. 
Walkley viewed the design process as 'a 
happy collaboration with a lively and 
charming personality' (Searle 1995: 184-
185). 
Establishing planning education 
Before his retirement from the School, in 
1951, Laybourne Smith had been 
fostering the development of the town 
planning movement and town planning 
education in South Australia. In Walkley 
he found further support for this 
endeavour. Walkley observes that 
Laybourne Smith 'helped pioneer 
professional education in this field' in 
South Australia. During the war years 
Laybourne Smith had repeatedly urged 
the state government to pass town 
planning legislation in anticipation of a 
post-war development boom (Walkley 
1976: 32-33, Walkley 1977: 30). 
Laybourne Smith had also, for several 
years, been giving a series of lectures in 
town planning to final year architecture 
students. In 1948, as Head of the School, 
he agreed to a proposal by Walkley, acting 
on behalf of the Town Planning Institute 
of South Australia (TPISA), 10 establish 
within the School a post-graduate course 
in town planning. This course 
commenced in February 1949 before 
SAHT ventured into the planning and 
design of Elizabeth new town. 
The TPISA was formed out of an 
initiative by the South Australian Institute 
of Architects (SAIA), with encouragement 
by the RAIA, in 1947. SAIA members 
Walkley, Roy Wilson and LC Dawkins 
were invited to prepare a draft 
constitution to enable the formation of 
the TPISA. Following a public meeting on 
3 December 1947 the TPISA was 
inaugurated on 13 April 1948 with WCD 
Veale, Town Clerk of the City of Adelaide, 
in the chair. The initial objectives of this 
organisation were to promote the value of 
town planning principles and legislation 
in SA. These objectives received 
heightened attention when prominent 
British planner Sir Patrick Abercrombie 
visited and spoke in Adelaide in 1948. 
Abercrombie was one of several British 
planning and design speakers that toured 
Australia in the late 19405 and early 
19505 discussing issues of future urban 
expansion and development (TPISA 
1948, WalkJey 1976: 32-32, pers. comm. 
1997). 
The visit by Abercrombie pointed to 
the need to have academically qualified 
planners and a suitable course to pennit 
this to occur. Walkley was requested by 
the TPISA to investigate options for the 
latter, and negotiated an arrangement 
with the School of Architecture to host 
and academically support a course 
provided the TPISA prepared a detailed 
structure and syllabus, souTced suitable 
staff and assisted with financial funding 
to sustain a course. The TPISA agreed to 
this proposal and a two-year part-time 
post-graduate course was developed by 
Walkley in late 1948. 
The course conSisted, in December 
1948, of subjects in History of Town 
Planning; Town Planning Practice; Town 
Planning in relation to Architecture and 
Amenities; Town Planning in relation to 
Engineering; Town Planning in relation to 
Surveying; and The Law relating to Town 
Planning (Walkley 1976: 32). 
While the course was successfully 
offered none of the lecturers possessed 
academic qualifications in planning. 
Recognising this problem Walkley 
commenced a correspondence course 
through the School of Planning & 
Research for Regional Development in 
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London to enable him to sit the external 
examination of the British Town Planning 
Institute (TPI). In 1954 he successfully 
sat the Final Examination of the TPI in 
Sydney; the first South Australian to 
become a member (Walkley 1976: 33, 
Walkley in Page 1986: 200, pers. comm. 
1997). 
like the teaching staff for the course 
there were no academically qualified 
planners in South Australia during these 
years and the inaugural members of the 
TPISA included no qualified planners. 
With the establishment of the course the 
Council of the TPISA amended its rules 
requiring membership subject to 
completion of a recognised course. 
Notwithstanding these developments, the 
profession of planning in South Australia 
developed slowly. However, the passing of 
legislation in 1955, and the establishment 
of a State Planning Authority with the 
appointment of Smart Hart as Director in 
1956, prompted a growth in the 
profession. 
In late 1949 Walkley visited Britain on 
a three-month study tour partially funded 
by the British Council. The purpose was 
to study town planning education and the 
consequences of the British Town Planning 
Act of 1947. He visited various 
universities and technical colleges, 
together with his School of Planning & 
Research for Regional Development. Of 
these he was particularly impressed with 
the undergraduate offerings at the 
University of Durham, and the positive 
support and encouragement by planner 
and landscape architect Professor Brian 
Hackett. The Durham course was the first 
undergraduate planning course in Britain. 
Previously one had to obtain an 
undergraduate architecture or engineering 
degree before proceeding to a post-
graduate course in planning. Walkley 
returned with boxes of documents, 
syllabuses and course notes, and prepared 
his report to the British Council on the 
return ship (Walkley 1976: 34, 56-57; 
pers. comm. 1997). 
The post-graduate planning course at 
the School commenced on 14 February 
1948. A month later a similar course 
commenced in Sydney under Professor 
Denis Winston at the University of 
Sydney, and the University of Melbourne 
was to offer ' ... about 100 lectures in Town 
and Regional Planning' later that year 
(McLoughlin 1988: 14). This course 
finally achieved the vision of John Sulman 
in seeking the establishment of 
'systematic planning instruction in New 
South Wales' (Freestone 1992: 16). 
Walkley's visit to England, however, 
convinced him to renovate the new 
planning course. These changes included 
increasing the course from two to three 
years part-time, and the inclusion of 
subjects in geography, geology, sociology 
and economics. This renovated structure 
was introduced in 1953 and the award 
became a Diploma in Town Planning. The 
1951 prospectus for the course reflects 
the beginnings of these changes. Walkley 
was teaching the foundational Historical 
Development of Planning I subject, and 
the Architectural Design &: Amenities in 
Relation to Planning 11 with Noel 
Lothian, Director of the Botanic Gardens 
(Anon 1951:13, Page 1986: 200). 
The lack of interest by the state 
government in legislation was also 
reflected in student enrolments. Yet by 
1952 there were sufficient students 
enrolled in the course that the TPISA 
subsidy was no longer required. 
The first full~time staff member, Harry 
Parsons, was appointed in October 1963 
after numerous discussions with the SAlT 
management to adequately staff the 
course. A graduate of Liverpool, Parsons 
had previously worked in a provincial 
planning authority in Canada. The first 
priority following the appointment of 
Parsons, in Walkley's mind, was a further 
renovation to establish an undergraduate 
course and the establishment of a 
Planning Technician course. Although the 
Australian Planning Institute (APl) (later 
the Royal Australian Planning Institute, 
RAP!) had been formed in 1951, from an 
amalgamation of relevant state 
organisations, an education policy that 
addressed undergraduate courses had yet 
to be devised by 1964. Notwithstanding 
this, post-graduate courses in Sydney, 
Melbourne and Adelaide received 
national accreditation at the inaugural 
meeting in 1951 pending the 
development of a policy (API 1951, 
Walkley 1976: 35, pers. comm. 1997). 
For many years RAPI adopted an 
educational model that paralleled the 
English experience where planning 
education was offered only at the post-
graduate level. 
In the absence of a policy Walkley and 
Parsons proposed a three year full-time, 
or equivalent part-time, Associate 
Diploma in Town Planning course 
structure and implemented it in February 
1965. The commencement pre-empted a 
policy decision by API in 1965 to accredit 
four-year undergraduate courses. Walkley, 
as National President of API, found 
himself in the embarrassing situation of 
introducing a course 'which was unlikely 
to be recognised by the appropriate body'. 
A three-year Associate Diploma was a 
standard educational structure accepted 
by the SAlT management and attempts to 
enlarge it to a four-year structure with 
additional subjects were refused CWalkley 
1976: 35-36). 
In 1966 the Associate Diploma in 
Town Planning was renamed the Diploma 
in Technology but it remained a three 
year course. To circumvent SAlT 
management policies, and to accord 'With 
RAPI education policy requirements, 
Walkley and Parsons introduced an 
unofficial fourth year of studies to enable 
graduates to sit the RAPl membership 
examinations. Repeated attempts in the 
late 1960s and 1970s to incorporate the 
fourth year formally into the Diploma 
were refused by SAlT management, but 
many students pursued the unofficial 
pathway to gain RAPI membership 
(Walkley 1976: 36). 
A technicians course, the Higher 
Certificate in Planning, was introduced in 
1965. This certificate was designed for 
planners in councils to learn statutory 
and strategic planning and drafting skills 
and knowledge. However insuffiCient 
student demand forced the closure of this 
certificate by the SAlT management in 
late 1967, and its restructure into a lower 
level Land-Use Technicians Ordinary 
Certificate. This new certificate, first 
offered in 1968, included both planning 
and landscape architecture subjects. The 
post-graduate course was also renamed a 
Graduate Diploma in Planning at this 
time and continues today as a component 
part of a Masters degree in Regional and 
Urban Planning. 
In mid 1968 Parsons resigned to join 
the UniverSity of Adelaide in a similar 
capacity and Queensland architectural 
graduate, NT Bird, struggled to fill the 
interregnum until TB McKenna was 
appointed as a Senior Lecturer at the 
beginning of 1971. McKenna, a planning 
graduate from England, had worked with 
Overall in the NCDC and also practised 
in Singapore and Australia before 
obtaining the lectureship. In 1972 he was 
promoted as a Principal Lecturer 
recognising his expertise and the standing 
of the planning courses (Walkley 1976: 
36-37, pers. comm. 1997). 
McKenna arrived at a time when 
recent state government legislation had 
delegated degree-giving powers to SAlT 
management pennitting a further attempt 
to expand the Diploma from a three to 
four~year course. This push eventually 
resulted in the creation of a four~year 
RAPl recognised program in the mid-
1980s, the forerunner to the current four-
year Bachelor of Urban and Regional 
Planning. 
Of his leadership as the Head of the 
School of Architecture &. Building at 
SAlT, in an interview in 1985, Walkley 
observed: 
I inherited the School of Architecture 
but have, in my time, added to it 
teaching in building, in quantity 
surveying, town planning, landscape 
design and interior design. I've aimed 
throughout to cover the whole range 
of disciplines necessary for the 
building industry .... 
I've also had the aim that my school 
should cover the whole range of 
environmental design. We teach 
architecture: this implies the design of 
individual buildings. We teach town 
planning which, of course, means the 
design of groups of buildings: whole 
towns. We teach landscape design, 
which could be regarded as the 
architecture of outdoors; and we teach 
interior design. So we cover nearly all 
the things necessary CWalkley in Page 
1986: 211-212). 
Foundation stones of an 
environmental design institute 
In the 1950s Walkley was one of a 
number of individuals who perceived that 
the education of architects, designers and 
planners was too fragmented in Adelaide. 
Students had to complete various parts of 
their studies at the School of Mines, the 
School of Arts, and in the Engineering 
School of the UniverSity of Adelaide, 
especially architecture students. 
By the early 1953 Walkley, with fellow 
members of the South Australian Institute 
of Architects (SAIA), found himself 
pursuing the idea of a Chair of 
Architecture and the establishment of an 
architectural school at the UniverSity of 
Adelaide, in competition with his own 
School at the School of Mines. Under Vice 
Chancellor AP Rowe, the proposal 
floundered a number of times until 
architect Gregory Bruer and Walkley 
decided to force the issue in September 
1954 recognising that the SAl A would 
have to directly finance the establishment 
of the Chair. The SAlA funded Chair was 
a dare proposed by Rowe who did not 
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anticipate that SAIA fund raising would 
be successful. Remarkably the necessary 
£25,000 was almost completely raised 
from SAIA members, and related 
organisations and businesses associated 
with the design and construction 
professions in Adelaide, by July 1955. The 
University Council capitulated and agreed 
to establish a Depanment of Architecture 
and advertise internationally for a 
Professor of Architecture. Walkley, acting 
as Honorary Secretary of the Appeal 
Committee, was one of a number of 
people directly responsible for the 
creation of this School, and argued that it 
should also offer a post-graduate course 
in town planning (Page 1986: 206-209, 
210; Walkley 1976: 86-88). The legacy of 
this idea was the appointment of Rolf 
Jensen as Professor of Architecture, and 
the later appointment of Associate 
Professor ] ohn Brine to head the 
establishment of a Masters in Town 
Planning course. 
The elevation to the various national 
presidencies in the 1960s, and his NCDC 
position, presented both an opportunity 
and a tiring series of journeys for Walkley 
in representing and undertaking 
investigations on behalf on these 
organisations. In July to November 1960 
he undertook a study tour of architectural 
and planning education in the UK and 
USA, including a study of national capital 
planning activities in Washington DC, 
Brasilia and New Delhi for the National 
Capital Development Commission. He 
travelled overseas again in May to July 
1965, as National President of both the 
RAlA and RAPI, meeting and discussing 
with counterparts in London, Ottawa and 
Washington DC issues of closer 
architectural and planning institute co-
operation and of educational directions. 
This visit included representing Australia 
at the Commonwealth Association of 
Architects (CAA) conference in Malta in 
June and at the Congress of the Interna-
tional Union of Architects in Paris in July. 
In 1973, and in subsequent years, he 
travelled overseas for the Commonwealth 
Department of Immigration to review 
architectural education standards in 
Yugoslavia, Switzerland, Bulgaria, 
Romania, Turkey, Brazil and Chile (Anon 
1965: 17, Walkley 1976: 106, 112-113; 
pers. comm.1997). 
In the architectural sphere, Walkley 
was the last President of the SAlA (1960-
1962) and President of the Provisional 
Council of the South Australian Chapter 
of the RAIA that was established on July 
2, 1962. Although the RAIA was 
established in 1929, the SAIA refused to 
formally join as a Chapter until 1962. 
Walkley, in his position as President, 
paved the way for the impasse to be 
resolved, and let John Chappel propose 
the motion to enable a Chapter to be 
established (Page 1986: 169, Walkley 
1976: 112-113). Walkley served as 
National President of the RAIA 0965-
1966); a member of the Architects Board 
of SA 0947-1976) and as its Chair 0966-
1977); a member of the Architectural 
Panel of the Committee on Overseas 
Professional Qualifications (1972-1976); 
a member of the Australian Housing 
Standards AdviSOry Council 0974-1975); 
and as President of the Architects 
Accreditation Council of Australia (1974-
1975,1977-1978). 
When the Royal Victorian Institute of 
Architects (RVIA) in 1966 agreed to 
become a Chapter of the RAIA, Walkley 
found himself working with Robin Boyd 
between 1965-1966, this time on 
resolving the conflicts between states to 
enable a federation under the RAIA to be 
created (Searle 1995: 299). 
In the planning sphere, Walkley was 
National President of RAPI 0964-1966), 
and State President (1954-1956). With 
Overalls appOintment to chair the NCDC, 
he brought together several of his 
colleagues, including Walkley (1958-
1967) and Boyd, onto the National 
Capital Planning Committee (N CPC) to 
advise the Commission (Walkley 1976: 
112-113). In 1965 Walkley helped to 
establish the Australian Institute of Urban 
Studies (AIUS) in Canberra. Obtaining 
funding from the Ford Foundation in 
New York the Governor-General 
inaugurated the Institute in 1967. 
Walkley served as its first Director from 
1968-1969 on leave of absence from SAlT 
(Anon 1968: 10; Page 1986: 212, Walkley 
1976: 112-113, pers. comm. 1997). 
In the landscape architectural sphere, 
Walkley served as National President of 
AlLA (1971-1973), as State President 
0970-1971), as a National Councillor 
(l970-1975) and as Australian 
representative 0973-1975) at the Paris 
meeting of the Grand Council of the 
International Federation of Landscape 
Architects in 1973. 
In recognition of this diverse range of 
services Walkley has received various 
honours. These include the Sidney Luker 
Memorial Medal for 'a notable 
contribution to Town and Regional 
Planning in Australia' in 1962; the first 
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Honorary life Fellow of AlUS in 1970; 
Life Fellow of RAlA in 1970; Life Fellow 
of RAPI in 1972; and a FAlLA, FRIBA, 
and FRTPl. In the New Years honours of 
1968 he was appointed a Commander in 
the Civil Division of the Order of the 
British Empire (CBE) 'for services to 
Architecture and Government' CWalkley 
1976: 113, pers. comm. 1997, 1998). In 
1995 the University of South Australia 
awarded Walkley an Honorary Doctorate 
in recognition of his senrices to the SAlT 
and the disciplines of architecture, 
planning, and landscape architecture. 
In 1988 Walkley reSigned from RAPI, 
together with RAlA and A1LA, at the age 
of 76 years, consciously deciding to give: 
... up all my professional associations 
and concentrating on my 
conservation work for the National 
Trust ... I am naturally sorry to be 
bowing out (Walkley 1987: 1). 
Legacy 
From the time of his appointment as 
Head of the Architecture School at SAlT 
Walkley steadfastly set about the 
establishment of a multi-disciplinary 
environmental design school within 
which a planning course was essential. He 
found himself, with this position, as the 
first real 'academic' architect in Sou th 
Australia. Between 1951-1976 he argued 
for and directed the establishment of 
courses in planning, surveying, interior 
design, and landscape architecture in 
South Australia. Walkley admits that he 
was increaSingly hampered in realising 
this dream due to his national-level 
committee roles and travels, and the 
frustrating bureaucracy at the School of 
Mines and SAlT. At the same time he was 
a central player in the creation of state-
based professional institutes in South 
Australia and their acceptance of a 
national federation. The legacy of 
Walkley's AIUS involvement and this 
dream is still reflected in the multi-
disciplinary approach taken with projects 
in South Australia today irrespective of 
their scale and budget. 
Sir John Overall has reflected that 
Walkley was 'always a writer in many 
ways ... his great skill was in writing and 
identifying with the three disciplines' 
(Overall pers. comm. 1998). Creating the 
structures for these disciplines in South 
Australia together with laying the 
foundations for them to speak with one 
voice is Walkley's legacy. 
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